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SUBJECT: GISCARD RECEIVES DEPARTING ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR BEN NATAN PAID A HALF-HOUR FARE- 
WELL CALL ON PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING OCTOBER 2L. 

AFP DESCRIBED IT AS A "COURTESY" CALL AND SPECULATED THAT 
THE QUESTION OF THE FRENCH VOTE IN THE GA ON THE UN 
ZIONISM RESOLUTION WAS DISCUSSED. NOTING THAT IT IS NOT 
USUAL FOR FRENCH PRESIDENTS TO RECEIVE DEPARTING AMBAS- 
SADORS, REUTER QUOTED "SOURCES" WHO SAID GISCARD WANTED 
TO MEET BEN NATAN TO SHOW HIS "SYMPATHY AND FRIENDSHIP" 
TO ISRAEL. REUTER ALSO REPORTED THAT MINISTER OF JUS- 
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NUMBER OF ISRAELI MINISTERS ARE EXPECTED IN FRANCE NEXT 
YEAR. 

2. BEN NATAN MADE NO STATEMENT ON LEAVING THE ELYSEE, 

BUT THE ISRAELI EMBASSY SUBSEQUENTLY ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE 
SAYING THE PRIVATE MEETING "TOOK PLACE IN A FRIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE.” END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. THE PRESIDENTIAL GESTURE WAS PROBABLY INTENDED TO 
REASSURE ISRAEL AND ITS MANY FRIENDS IN THE LOCAL ELEC- 
TORATE THAT FRANCE WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ISRAEL'S 
RIGHT TO EXISTENCE. IT MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO 
COUNTERACT SUBSEQUENT ACTS CONTEMPLATED BY FRANCE WHICH 
ISRAEL WOULD CONSIDER UNFRIENDLY, SUCH AS AN UPGRADING 

OF THE STATUS OF THE PLO IN FRANCE OR AN AMBIGUOUS 
FRENCH POSITION IN THE GA ON THE MATTER OF LABELING 
ZIONISM AS RACISM. 
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